Nitromethane Liquid Explosive 


NITROMETHANE LIQUID EXPLOSIVE 


A liquid explosive, that resembles water in appearance, can be made from nitromethane 
and aqueous ammonia (household glass cleaner). This liquid explosive is 22 to 24 percent 
more powerful than military T.N.T., and can be detonated with a standard blasting cap. 
However, to achieve maximum velocity, a compound detonator should be used. 


MATERIAL REQUIRED: SOURCES: 


Nitromethane Chemical supply house or hobby stores 
(racing fuel) 


Aniline, ethylenediamine, aqueous ammonia Hardware stores, chemical supply houses, 
(non-detergent) grocery stores 


Measuring container (cup, pint, gallon, etc.) 

Blasting cap or compound detonator 

PROCEDURE: 

NOTE: Nitromethane is a common chemical reagent, and under normal conditions cannot 
be made to detonate even if a strong detonator is used. However, if certain ammonia-con- 
taining compounds (called sensitizers) are added in small percentages (5 to 6 percent), then 
the sensitized nitromethane can be detonated with a standard No. 8 blasting cap. The most 
effective sensitizers are aniline and ethylenediamine. The most readily available sensitizer is 


common household glass cleaner (aqueous ammonia). 


1. To produce the explosive, simply pour the sensitizer into the nitromethane and mix 
thoroughly. One-half pint sensitizer will sensitize one gallon of nitromethane. 


Nitromethane 


2. The explosive can be premixed, or for safety’s sake, it can be mixed just prior to use by 
prefilling a charge container with nitromethane and then adding the sensitizer when ready to 
detonate. 


HOW TO USE: 


1. This liquid explosive can be used whenever or wherever a liquid can be used for dis- 
guiseability. It can be poured directly into prefabricated special charge containers, i.e., shape 
charges, platter charges and SCIMP charges, without special measures being taken to main- 
tain uniform densities required for solid explosives to be effective. 


2. To obtain the maximum efficiency, a compound detonator should be used for initiation. 
Reliability of initiation is increased by positioning and immersing the detonator centrally 
with respect to the wall of the container. By centrally positioning and immersing the deto- 
nator in the liquid, the output energy of the detonator is transmitted to the explosive instead 
of being partially dissipated through the wall of the container. 
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3. Confinement is another factor governing good performance of the liquid explosive. 
Essentially, more confinement facilitates the initiation and increases the effectiveness of the 
explosive. 


